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CEO’S Report

We are now coming into September with the 
weather getting hot again, up around 39.5 

degrees the last week of August. Wow where 
has most of the year gone. Xmas is just around 
the corner and we still have lots to do.

Each year over a week the Kimberley opens 
its doors to host over 100 medical students 
to show them how we live and work in this 
wonderful part of WA. These students are all 
studying at Notre Dame School of Medicine 
(Fremantle) in various fields across the medical 
profession. Hosting them for a week provides us 
the opportunity to show them how we survive 
living and working remotely in the Kimberley. 
Most health professionals whom deliver a 
service to us, do not live in the Kimberley, 
they are FIFO. This is not acceptable, so many 
organisations, businesses, individuals, families, 
stations etc. host the medical students during 
the week to provide them firsthand experience 
working and living in our towns, remote stations 
and communities.

During the week 10-14 August 2020, Winun 
Ngari and Frilled hosted five medical students 
currently studying at Notre Dame School of 
Medicine (Fremantle). The students - Mitch 
Graham, Yahya El-Hamawi, Kai Dong Choong 
were hosted by Winun Ngari Corporate section 
and - Aaran Goddard-Nash and Suneha Lal were 
hosted by our postal staff. Due to COVID-19 
the hosting was delivered through many visual 
avenues. Managers and staff across WNAC 

and Frilled participated in delivering videos, 
photos, information on Winun Ngari & Frilled, 
what we deliver, who we engage with, how we 
survive with limited services and basically just 
getting to know our students and what they 
wish to achieve in their lives. 

Feedback from some of our students on what 
they thought and gained on the Winun Ngari/
Frilled visual delivery we provided to them. 

‘Hi Susan,
I’m writing you this email to thank you for all 
the hard work and time you evidently put into 
our Zoom conversations. I think we were all a 
little nervous about how the dynamics of the 
conversations were going to play out but you 
made Yayah, Kai and myself feel welcome 
and able to ask questions. I would also like 
to thank Rona, Hendrik & Sonia for taking the 
time and speaking to us. You truly gave us 
the best online educational experience we 
could hope. We are now even keener to come 
up and visit and get a real-life experience.
Thanks again.’

All staff and Managers who participated in 
ensuring we delivered a great program to the 
Medical students; which I am sure they will 
remember for many years to come, thank you. 
A huge thank you to Col Skeen & Rona Charles 
for taking the time to video & interview staff 
across many of our programs plus provide our 
students the significance on why culture plays 
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an important part in what we deliver to 
our clients.

Thanks to Donna Mak and Gary Hepworth 
both employed by Notre Dame School of 
Medicine (Fremantle) who worked their little 
butts off over several months to ensuring this 
year’s Kimberley experience for their medical 
students happen. It was not an easy task, with 
many headaches, negatives attitudes and push 
backs, but they made it happen and showed us 
all what can be achieved though determination, 

passion and belief in what needs to happen for 
their students. 

Finally, a massive thank you to Alicia Shorey 
for all the work she put in getting all our videos, 
photos and visuals together to showcase our 
organisations and business to our students. 
Mitch, Yahya, Kai, Aaran and Suneha we are 
waiting for you all to come and see us in person. 
Can not wait to show you what you are really 
missing out on and why we love our Kimberley. 

Prof Donna Mak 
Domain Chair Population and Preventive Health, School of Medicine 
The University of Notre Dame Australia
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Mitch Graham - the virtual Kimberley rodeo that the students held on the Saturday night of the placement.

Kai Dong bottom right.
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The team at the Men’s Hub have been working 
hard on building their stock car. With the 
help of Men’s Hub mechanic Mark, the boys 
have been able to race on the weekends at 
the Derby Speedway. The first few races saw 
steering problems with the car, with Mark and 

Men’s Hub starts Their engine at 
the derby speedway

Col coming in fourth. Better luck was had in 
the coming races with Col taking home a third 
and Mark a second place. We look forward to 
cheering on the boys in future races! Go the 
Men’s Hub! 

Photo of Col Skeen at the Derby Speedway

Photo of Mark  and Col at the Derby Speedway
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Lawrence was given the opportunity to 
commence employment with the Kimberley 
Meat Company in April this year.

In this time Lawrence’s work ethic and 
dedication has been one of the reasons that 
9 other men have been employed at KMC. 
Lawrence is our nominated bus driver doing the 
morning pickups at 4.30am every day and the 
afternoon drop offs after each shift. 

Lawrence has recently saved up and purchased 
his own vehicle and is now looking at saving 
for a house deposit. With his determination he 
will definitely succeed in doing this.
 
Well done Lawrence – You are doing us proud!

Hard Work pays off for Lawrence

Photo of: Lawrence Churnside
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Junba is a form of storytelling through traditional 
song and dance. For years, Junba has been used 
to strengthen the social and emotional wellbeing 
of our people and is a practice by which the 
community can strengthen intergenerational 
bonds and connect to language and country. 
Since the early 1900s, our songs and dances 
have seen an estimated ninety percent decline. 
We have aimed to bring the songs back by 
providing workshops for people to engage with 
Junba and re-learn ancient songs and dances.

About Junba

Junba dance and song has been performed 
by Ngarinyin, Worrorra and Wunumbal peoples 
of the Kimberley for thousands of years for 
celebration and coming together.  

Junba are given to composers in dreams, when 
the spirit of one of their old people comes to 
visit. The old people take the composer over 
country and through time to witness dances, 
songs and the events that they celebrate. The 
composers then instructs his or her group in 
the making of the dance boards and totems and 
leads them in the song following the idea that 
he or she recorded in the dream.  After it has 
been prepared a composer can share the Junba 
with other tribes of Wurnan, along with other 
precious items, like food, ochres, pearl shell and 
knowledge. 

Through the involvement of children and elders 
in Junba, we have been able to reinvigorate 
the songs and dances among young people- 
keeping culture strong for years to come. 
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THE EFFECT OF JUNBA ON EMOTIONAL AND 
SOCIAL WELLBEING 
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With the help of Rona Charles and Stacie 
Skehan, the students of Wananami Remote 
Community School have learnt and performed 
Junba at this years Naidoc Family Day! 
According to Stacie,

“This year I felt an extra shift in their 
thinking and belief in them selves. Their 
shoulders were back and they beamed with 
pride to be dressed in their outfits and to 
perform. In the lead up and on the day we 
saw our Students Leaders take on teaching 
roles for activities and guide the younger 
students in their dancing. I truly believe this 
is the impact of our Culture and Language 
program that is happening every week. This 
program has grown so much and it is giving 
our students a sense of identity, pride and 
inner strength that is making them believe 
in themselves. I’m really excited to see this 
continue to grow and have even more of an 
impact on their social and emotional 
well being.

The Naidoc Day Celebrations provides the 
chance to celebrate language and culture 
and showcase how important this is not 
only today but everyday. 

NAIDOC FAMILY DAY CELEBRATIONS AT 
WANANAMI REMOTE COMMUNITY SCHOOL
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Brahman Contracting have given Daniel 
Holzhauser an employment opportunity as a 
Labourer/Allrounder 5-6 weeks ago.

During this time, Daniel has gone above and 
beyond all expectations, with employers 
commenting on his fantastic work ethic. 

Overall, Brahman Contracting are ecstatic to 
have Daniel on their team. 

Partly because of the hard work shown by 
Daniel, they have also given an employment 
opportunity to Houston Lenmardi. We have 
no doubt that Ben and Leuwin will be just as 
pleased with him as they are with Daniel. Good 
work boys! 

Employment succesS 

From left to right: Sean O’Meara, Daniel Holzhauser, Ben Rahman and Houston Lenmardi
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Did you know DPO stocks a large array of 
stationary, souvenirs, gifts, arts and crafts and 
more? With Father’s Day just around the corner, 
stop in and check it out for yourself. 

Derby Post office- your one stop shop.

SPLOSH  Say it with Soap

Crayons

Moki Earphones

RC Jumping Car

Money Box

Enamel Mug + Sock Set


